
In memoriam William van Leckwijck 
(1902 - 1975) 

Professor William van Leckwijck who in 1964 was honou­
red by the Royal Netherlands Geological and Mining Society 
with the award of the Van Waterschoot van der Gracht 
Medal, died on June 19, 197 5, at the age of 72. 

William van Leckwijck received his earlier education in 
England and graduated from Liege as a mining engineer with 
a keen interest in geology. In fact, he started his career with 
geological fieldwork in Morocco. 

It was during his work in Morocco that he first came into 
contact with the special problems of Carboniferous geology. 
In a later stage of his life Carboniferous geology, and espe­
cially its stratigraphic and sedimentological aspects, became 
the main field of his interest and activity. As a Director of 
the Centre National de Geologie Houillere he played a major 
part in the scientific studies of the Carboniferous in general 
and it was in this stage that a close cooperation with his 
colleagues in The Netherlands originated. 

In 1964 William van Leckwijck became Professor in strati­
graphy and palaeontology at the University of Louvain. In 
the same year he was elected Secretary General of the Inter­
national Union of Geological Sciences, a position which he 
carried on with much enthusiasm till 1970. A major point of 
his activities as Secretary General, the organization of the 
First International Symposium on Gondwana Stratigraphy 
(Buenos Aires, 1967) was again connected with Carbonife­
rous geology. 

Apart from the award given by our own Society, William 
van Leckwijck was honoured by governments and by learned 
societies in Belgium, .England, France, Germany, Hungary, 
Morocco, South Africa and Sweden. 

Many geologists in the world will remember William van 
Leckwijck as an experienced colleague and a very good 
friend. 
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